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"THIS OLD HOUSE

SEARCH IS OFF
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James and Pauline How are shown in the hearth room of their 300-year-old home in Annapolis Royal. It is the oldest wood-framed
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house in Nova Scotia that has been lived in continuously.

This old house marks
300-year milestone

Annapolis Royal home built in 1708
‘an undiscovered Nova Scotia treasure’

By PAUL PICKREM

ANNAPOLIS ROYAL — History buffs
in Annapolis Roval are looking for-
ward to celebrating a special mile-
stone.

The oldest wood-framed house in
Nova Scotia that has been continuous-
lv lived in turns 300 this year, says
Parks Canada.

The two storey, 10-room cottage, with
its distinctive Gambrel-stvle roof, was
built in 1708 by Louis de Gannes de Fa-
laise, son-in-law of the governor of Aca-
dia.

James and Pauline How have lived in
the house, located at 477 St. George
Street, for 25 vears. They are proud to
be among the more than 30 owners over
the centuries.

RQueen Anne came into possession of
the house by the terms of the Treaty of
Utrecht.

“1 think of it as an undiscovered
MNova Scotia treasure,” Mr. How, a re-
tired Parks Canada history interpreter,
said during an interview while sitting
in the hearth room, where the first act-
ing government of Nova Scotia met be-
fore the founding of Halifax.,

“This is a manifestation of the past
Port Roval, New France, Acadie. The
new world was a wonderful opportuni-
tv. This was the frontier.”

Ms. How said it is like living 1n a
“cosy, comfortable house rather than a
museum,” despite the centuries if his-
tory preserved in its mud walls, which
consist of salt grass, timber-framing
and post-and-beam construction.

“You learn from the past. We're
lucky to have it.”

Alan Melanson, a Parks Canada em-
plovee and president of the Historical
Association of Annapolis Roval, said in
an interview the house is a “tangible
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touchstone to the past.”

“It is a tribute to a time when Anna-
polis Roval was on the international
stage, changing hands seven times in
105 vears. This house has seen a lot of
that historv.”™

Mr. Melanson said the house is be-
lieved to be the oldest wood-framed
house in Canada that has been contin-
unously lived in.

He plans to host a garden party July
12 to celebrate the anniversary.

He said Lt.-Gov. Mavann E. Francis
has been invited to tour the property,
which was once the former home of Lt.-
Gov. Alexander Cosby in the early
1700s.

Mr. How said he hopes the future
owners of the house will enjoy it and
appreciate it asmuch as heand his fam-
ilv have.

“It certainly has enriched us,” he
said. “It has led a meaningful life. The
careful preservation of this house has
something valuable to say to the fu-
ture.”

More information is available by
calling Mr. Melanson at 532-2321.
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