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Mount Allison University Masters student Ben Phillips extracts a tree core sample from a large
sugar maple tree. Phillips has completed a study that warns the trees face a difficult future.
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Study sounds warning about
future of sugar maple trees
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FREDERICTON - A new study shows
New Brunswick’s sugar maples face a dif-
ficult future because of climate change,
leading to a potentially sticky situation
for the province’s syrup producers.

Research conducted by Ben Phillips, a
Masters student in environmental sci-
ence at Mount Allison University, indi-
cates sugar maples should perform well
over the next 10 to 15 years. However,
the tree may face substantial stress in 20
to 25 years, the study found.

“Beyond 2025 sugar maple trees could
encounter a less than ideal set of grow-
ing conditions, climatic stressors and in-
creasing incidence of insect and disease
outbreak,’ Phillips said in his report.

During the two-year study, Phillips’
compared sugar maple growth over
the past century with recorded climate
data to understand what climate compo-
nents have helped or hindered the tree
species. Then, by using future climate
forecasts, he was able to project how the
trees would respond to future climatic
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Study raises important concerns, author says

scenarios.

Phillips acknowledged the difficulty in
predicting future climate fluctuations,
but nevertheless said his study raises im-
portant concerns.

“A lot of people that don’t know a lot
about climate change think it means
that the beach season is going to be lon-
ger,” he said.

“The climate may be warming, but it’s
stressful for different species in different
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ways. And the effects on one species can
have a cascading effect on other species.”

In this case, a decline in sugar maples
would mean trouble for some birds and
others that depend on the tree as a habi-
tat.
Phillips said that the tree’s projected
stable health over the next 15 years gives
maple syrup producers time to take steps
to counter the stresses associated with
changing climatic conditions.

But he also said the only true way to
avold major climate-induced changes

in the forests is a rapid shift away from
greenhouse gas emissions.

New Brunswick is the third-largest
producer of maple syrup in the world,
churning out nearly two million kilo-
grams of syrup every year.

About 34 per cent is turned into prod-
ucts such as cream, sugar, jelly, butter
and taffy.

Roughly 300 producers set up nearly
two million taps across the province an-
nuallly, employing more than 2,000 peo-
ple.



