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Mount Allison University geography and environment professor Colin Laroque, left, explains environmental patterns to a group

Mount A’s Colin Laroque to be recognized
with university’s top teaching award

Geography and environment professor Colin Laroque is
the 2011 recipient of the Herbert and Leota Tucker Teach-
ing Award at Mount Allison University.

It will be presented during spring Convocation cere-
monies (May 16), and is one of the highest honours at the
university. The Tucker Teaching Award recognizes the
accomplishments of professors who exemplify not only
outstanding teaching, but also educational leadership and
a scholarly approach to teaching,

Mount Allison University vice-president, academic and
research, Stephen McClatchie says, “Colin’'s combination
of engaged teaching methods and fieldwork, along with his
extensive research program in the MAD Lab, has helped to
greatly enhance program offerings in geography and envi-
ronmental studies and sciences at Mount Allison. His com-
mitment to his students is admirable and shows the kind of
exemplary and unique education experience students
receive at Mount Allison.”

Teaching at Mount Allison since 2003, Laroque works to
bring his academic discipline to life for his students.

“I believe that keeping students engaged in learning
about the physical environment means that, as much as
possible, they should go outside to directly experience the
subject matter. While it's not always easy with a big group,
this is the best way for me to teach my classes.” says
Laroque. "Being out in the elements and encouraging this
level of hands-on learning is one of the best parts of my
job?”

In classes such as weather and climate, physical envi-
ronment, geomorphology, and field methods, he conducts
outdoor labs and fieldwork whenever possible, giving his
students ‘real-life’ research experience. Laroque’s students
have had the opportunity to learn and work outside both

on campus and across the country, with field classes and
research projects taking place in New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador, Alberta, and
Saskatchewan.

Laroque also films and produces short educational
videos for his classes, bringing his fieldwork into the class-
room for all his students. Subjects include: tsunamis, illus-
trated with a wave pool; soil formation, examining road
sides in Labrador: and hailstorms, while in a rented car in
the Prairies.

Called an amazing, enthusiastic, and ‘awesome’ profes
sor by students, colleagues, and students’ parents alike
Laroque also founded and oversees the Mount Allison
Dendrochronology (MAD) Lab - Atlantic Canada’s first and
only all-purpose dendrochronology laboratory. Den-
drochronology, or tree-ring analysis, uses small samples
from trees to gain insight into past climates, glacier activi
ty, ecosystem dynamics, and even human activities over
hundreds of years.

Many of Laroque’s students have continued their stud
ies or chosen to work in geography. MAD Lab researchers
and other students have gone on to attend graduate school

¢t and work with such organizations as the Fundy Biosphere

Reserve and the Nature Conservancy, and in education and
many government agencies.

Laroque is the 28th recipient of this annual award. The
Herbert and Leota Tucker Teaching Award was established
in 1983 by Edmund, Harold, and William Tucker in memo
ry of their parents.

Rev. Herbert Tucker served Mount Allison in many
capacities as the Joseph L. Black Professor of Economics
and Sociology, dean of the faculty of arts and university reg
istrar.
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