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Geographic celehrity

Its not everyday that an under-
graduate is profiled by Canadian
Geographic, but it happened last year
for Lanna Campbell (’06), in geogra-
phy and environmental studies.
A student of Dr. Colin Laroque
(geography), Lanna worked last year
on an analysis of the habitat of the
endangered pine marten — the area of
old growth forest just outside
Newfoundland’s Gros Morne National
Park. Also the recipient of a research
grant from The Royal Canadian
Geographical Society, Lanna studied
forests in the Main River watershed, at
the southern part of the peninsula.
Through tree-ring analysis, using the
cores of felled trees, Lanna was able to
begin to determine how long the struc-
tures on the forest floor have been

there. This is a component of the pine
marten habitat that is critical to their
survival but is often overlooked. Says
Lanna, “It has one of the few remaining
pockets of old-growth forest in Eastern
Canada. I studied coarse woody debris
on the forest floor (downed logs and
standing snags) and my studies have
shown that the pine marten prefers old-
growth forest. To study this habitat.
I dated these coarse woody debris
structures, and could see how long
they have been serving as a component
of the pine marten habitat” Lanna
hopes that her data will also help the
province de\;elop a method of visual
analysis for dating the age of a forest by
examining its deadwood. This might,
in turn, help to save the Newfoundland

. pine marten.m
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