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President’s Letter

By President Kenneth L. Ozmon, O.C.

Ithough Sackville becomes a quieter place in the

summer following Convocation, student

researchers and their faculty mentors manage to
keep the wind in our sails and our spirits up with the
impressive collaborative work they carry out in the labs,
in the classrooms, on independent projects across cam-
pus, in community initiatives, and even in the barbecues
they host each week in the quadrangle.

Despite this activity, we all rejoice when we welcome the
first-year and returning students to campus in
September. The energy moves up a notch and we are all
happy to be together again.This fall we welcomed new
faculty members such as Dr. Zoe Finkel who is our first
full-time co-ordinator of environmental sciences. Already
she is making a difference. Although we are only a few
months in, a number of our students have already
received cross-Canada media coverage. You'll read about
one of them in this issue — Jamie Farquhar (’06), who is
doing exciting research with his professor, Dr. Louise
Wasylkiw, into the ways in which male body types are
affected by media stereotyping. Jamie will travel to
California in January to present his findings. And Ben
Phillips, a fourth-year environmental studies and geogra-
phy major, was carrying out a research project on climate
change this summer, when he stumbled on something
amazing along the Fundy coast. Ben discovered the oldest
red spruce tree ever recorded, and he found it within
New Brunswick’s borders. The 445-year-old red spruce is
40-years older than the next oldest red spruce, which was
previously found in New Hampshire. Needless to say, his
discovery also excited a bit of a media flurry for Mount
A. You can look forward to hearing about his research in
the next issue of the Record, or in your local paper. The
word about his discovery is travelling quickly.
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We also had impressive media coverage for a very impor-
tant day in the history of Mount Allison on October 14
when Margaret McCain (’54) came to campus to present
one of the most generous gifts we have ever received.
The gift is from both Margaret and her husband Wallace
McCain (’52), who was unable to be at the event. Their
wonderful gift of $5 million will help us move forward
with our plans to convert the historic and much-loved
Trueman House into a vibrant student centre, which will
encompass all student activities outside the classroom,
becoming a kind of “one-stop student shop.” The new
Student Centre, when complete, will house Student
Services and Student Life, as well as the Student Health
Centre, an International Student Centre, the Students’
Administrative Council offices, the Argosy and CHMA
newsrooms, the Allisonian yearbook office, the book-
store, the campus pub, a café, as well as space for Mount
Allison’s many clubs and activities and the newly-estab-
lished fitness centre. It will be a very busy campus hub.
But it's not just media hype that sustains us. Activity on
campus continues to be rich and vibrant. We've been
enjoying concerts and ballet, art exhibits and plays, and
lively if not always winning games on the soccer pitch,
the football and rugby fields, and on the Civic Centre ice.

We've been enjoying our new fitness centre in McConnell
Hall within the Trueman complex. And we welcomed
many high school teachers, guidance counsellors, and
prospective students to see us in action at a Mount
Allison campus-wide Open House on November 4. And
— always important to me — I have continued to meet
many of you at alumni gatherings this season. I look
forward to doing more of the same in the weeks and
months ahead.m
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